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Synopsis

The Promised Land
(The Swan House Series #3)
By Elizabeth Musser

You’d be surprised at what can get through to you when everything else is taken away.
Three pilgrims on a journey toward change…
Abbie Bartholomew Jowett is smack dab in the middle of loss. Her oldest son is taking a gap year in Europe, her aging father is losing his sight and his memory, and a week before moving to their new Atlanta loft, her husband Bill announces that he’s moving out.
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Abbie is a perfectionist and her over-the-top control has gradually worn down her fun-loving husband. She has already planned his 50th surprise birthday party, sent the save-the-date invitations, bought the tickets for a surprise trip to France, and almost completed the elaborate cross-stitch canvas that traces Bill’s heritage back to the first Huguenots in France. It’s been two years in the making.
Desperate to get her husband back, she visits a spiritual director who suggests that before concentrating on getting Bill back, “Let’s get Abbie back first.” Desperate to mend her marriage and herself, Abbie decides to follow her son, Bobby, on the famed Camino de Santiago through southern France, taking a deep plunge into the unknown. The Camino is a network of pilgrimages in Europe leading to the shrine of the apostle Saint James the Great in northwestern Spain. Many follow its routes as a form of retreat for their spiritual growth.   It is also popular with hiking and cycling enthusiasts and organized tour groups.
Bobby Jowett is doing a gap year before college for several reasons—one to honor his grandmother, who shares his artistic gift and has mentored him as a painter. As an artist and travel writer for the Atlanta paper, The Peachtree Press, his first assignment is in Austria at a ministry center for refugees where he meets and falls in love with Rasa, a beautiful Iranian refugee. He invites her to join him on a two-week assignment walking Via Podiensis, one of the most popular Camino routes in France.

Caroline Lefort, a 29-year-old journalist, is writing an article about pilgrims on the Camino for The Peachtree Press. She’s been like a wandering pilgrim herself for the past ten years. Raised all over the world, she abandoned her family after a devastating event in 2011 and she’s a mess, unable to get past her TCK (third culture kid) upbringing. Currently, she is back in France to pack up her parents’ vacation home in Provence which is being turned into an Airbnb. On the cusp of engagement back in Atlanta, she is still tempted both by the passion she feels for a Frenchman with whom she had an affair and for the alcohol she gave up years ago.
A bit by accident (or divine intervention?), Abbie, Bobby, Rasa, and Caroline are brought together to journey on the Camino. Each has his or her own reasons for the pilgrimage, but they soon learn that the Camino strips you bare and calls you into deep soul-searching which can threaten all your best laid plans. 

When Abbie hears that her husband has moved into an apartment in another city, her younger son is being expelled from boarding school, and her beloved father has suffered a stroke, she must reach inside and decide what she can control and what she can’t. Bobby watches his family disintegrate even as he is drawn into the intrigue of Rasa’s secretive work with Christian refugees escaping persecution. And Caroline is astounded to find that Rasa may indeed have an answer to the mystery that devastated her and held her captive by guilt for so many years. 

What do you do when you find that everything has been taken away? Against all odds, you find yourself. 
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